


The Bar Association of

John W.Simpson

Baltimore City/

against/

| 30th.of April,1890,but found the office of said Simpson,No.9

Before the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City.

T Nt N e e e e S St St e

u | |
p ' To the Honorable,the Supreme Bench of Balti- %
i’more City.
The further petition of the Bar Association of Balti-
more City respectfully shows:
l.That the Clerk of the Supreme Bernich of Baltimore City has
made a special return to the order of Court,of the 30th.of
April,1890,directing said Clerk to serve,upon the said John W.i

Simpson,on or before the 1l5th.day of May,1l890,a copy of the pe—

tition heretofore filed by your petitioner and a copy of the }
order of Court passed thereon,laying a rule upon the said John!
W.Simpson to show cause,on or before the 3lst.day of May,1890,§
why his name should not be stricken from the roll of the atton{
neys of the Supreire Bench of Baltimore City,for improper and

unprofessional conduct in failing to account for money,entrust'
ed to him by Rachel Goodman,and for other unprofessional con- |
duct touching said matter;that,from said special return made

by said Clerk,it appears that he endeavored to make,upon said

. Simpson, the personal service,required by said order of the i

E.Lexington St.,vacant,and was informed by the occupant of

zc e .
Nhuse,No.Gsz W.Lombard St.,where the said Simpson had resided,

that his whereabouts was unknown;and that said Clerk also mail-

ed to said Simpson,at Kansas City,Missouri,a copy of said peti=-

|

tion and order,in an official envelope,upon which there was
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printedyIf not delivered in five days/return to James Bond,

Clerk of the Supgrior Court of Baltimore City",which envelope
e e

was returnedAﬁo said Clerk.

2.That your petitioner,by its said attorneys,has made diligent |

inquiry to ascertain the whereabouts of the said Simpson, in orJ o

{

der that a copy of said petition and of the order of Court |
thereon may be served upon him,but that such inguiry has prov-
ed futile;that your petitioner is convinced and charges that
the sdaid Simpson absconded from the City of Baltimore and the
State of Maryland, immediately after the action of your peti-
tioner,at the special meeting of April 15th.1890,referred to
in the petition heretofore filed,whereby your petitioner ap-

proved the action of its Committee on Grievances,and appointedj

its attorneys to bring said Simpson before this Honorable

- Court for improper and unprofessional conduct; that said Simp-é

son absconded before the order of this Court,of the 30th.of
April,1890,was passed,for the purpose of evading the service
upon him of a copy of said order,and of delaying and embarrass-
ing the Court in its action upon your petitioner's complaint;
that he has now been absent from the City of Baltimore and
State of Maryland continuously for aperiod of more than five

months,during which period no trace of his whereabouts has

| been ascertained by the attorneys of your petitioner,or,as ?

your petitioner is informed,by the Clerk of this Court.

Your petitioner,therefore,prays the Court
1l.To pass an order,fixing some future day,on which it will de-
termine,upon the evidence which your petitioner may produce,

whether,under the rule laid upon said John W.Simpson by the



order of the Court,of the 30th.of April,1890,the name of said
John W.Simpson shall be stricken from the roll of attorneys of ;
the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City,or whether said rﬁle shall |
be discharged,upon such notice,given to the said John W.Simp-
iison,by the Clerk of this Court,by publication in such newspa- i
per or newspapers as the Court shall direct,that the Court wiz §
will,on the day so fixed,proceed to hear and determine said
matter.
2.That the Court will fix some day,upon which your petitioneg

by its attorneys,may be heard in support of the prayer of this

petition.
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The Bar Association of
Before the
Baltimore City
Supreme Bench of
vs
Baltimore City.

John W. Simpson.-

To the Honorable the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City:

The Petition of the Bar Association of Baltimore
City, a body corporate of the State of Maryland,K by Jo-
seph Packard Jr., and Thomas S. Baer its Attorneys, res-
pectfully shows:

l. That the object and purposes for which the peti-
tioner was incorporated are "to aid in maintaining the
honor and dignity of the profession of the law, to promote
legal science, and to further the administration of jus-
tice", and that under the Constitution of the petitioner,
divers standing committees are appointed to carry out
said purposes.

2 That among the aforementioned Committees is
the Committee on Grievance§ which is charged with the
hearing of all Complaints which may be made in matters
affeeting the interest of the legal profession, and the

e rpractice of the law,; and the administration of justiee,
and to report the same to this Association with such
recommendations as they may deem advisable.

3, That said Committee on Grievances haé reported
to your petitioner that Miss Rachael Goodman, living at
No. 1718 W. Franklin Street in Baltimore City, has made

complaint to it that about November 1, ;888, she employed

s
1



John W. Simpson a member of the bar of thisiCity,to exam-
ine the title to two ground rents on Etting Street in
said City which she had agreed to purchase from David
Stewart Esq., and to draw the necessary legal papers for
said purchase, and attend to the execution, delivery and
recording thereof in her behalf; that in pursuance of
said employment, the said Rachael Goodman paid said John
W. Simpson a fee for his services, and entrusted him as
her Attorney with the sum of Eleven hundred dollars, be-
ing the amount agreed upon as the purchase money of said
rents, to be held in readiness to be paid to said Stewart
wpon his executioh and delivery of the necessary legal
papers; that with the exception of the sum of One hundred
dollars paid to said Stewart oh account, the said John
W. Simpson has never carried out the said purchase, nor.
accounted for the money so delivered to him; and that he
has made numerous promises td her to settle the matter,
but has not done so.

4. That said Committee on Grievances further re-
ported to your petitioner that having carefully consider-
ed the said Complaint, and the answer thereto of said
John W. Simpson and the statements adduced in support of
the complaint, iﬁ did find cause to believe that said
John W. Simpson has been guilty of grossly improper and
unprofessional conduct as an Attorney, and did recommend
that proceedings be instituted by your petitioner before
the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City for the punishment of

said John W. Simpson, which report and recommendation was
approved by your petitioner at a special meeting held on

2



April 15, 1890; and your>petitidner files here;ith as
part hereof marked Exhibit A, the report of its said
Committee on Grievances containing'%he said complaint,
i answer and statements, with its recommendations.
WHEREFORE your petitioner prays the Court to lay a
rule upOnAthe said John W. Simpson to show cause by a cer-
tain day to be named therein why his name should not be
stricken from the roll of the Attorneys of the Supreme
Bench of Baltimore City for improver and unprofessional
conduct in failiﬁg to account for money intrusted to him
by Rachael Goodman, and for other unprofessional cqnduct

touching the said matter,

iR
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April 15, 1890; and your'petitidner files here;ith as
part hereof marked Exhibit A, the report of its said
Committee on Grievances containing'%he said complaint,
answer and statements, with its recommendations.
WHEREFORE your petitioner prays the Court to lay a
rule upOn'the said John W. Simpson to show cause by a cer-
tain day to be named therein why his name should not be
stricken from the roll of the Attorneys of the Supreme
Bench of Baltimore City for improver and unprofessional
conduct in failiﬁg to account for money intrusted to him
by Rachael Goodman, and for other unprofessional cqnduct

touching the said matter.
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To The Bar Association

Of Baltimore City.

The Committee on Grievances respect-
fully reports that on Thursday, October 17th, 1889, the fol-

lowing complaint was filed with it:--

To The Bar Association
Of Baltimore City.
Gentlemen: -- .
‘ The underzigned would ;éspectfully call
your attention to the case of John W, Simpson, EsJ., now
practicing at the Bar of the Supreme Bench of this City:

In or about November last, (88) Miss Rachael Goodman,
living at No.1718 W, Franklin Street, having agreed to pur-
chase two ground-rents\on Etting Street in Baltimore City,
from David Stewart, Esq., employed said Simpson as her Attor-
ney to examine the title to the 3aid rents and draw the neces-
sary legal papers and attend to the execution, delivery and
recording thereof on her béhalf.

In pursuance of such anploy@gnt, Miss Goodman aforesaid
paid said Simpson a retainer, and entrusted said Simpson, as
her Attorney aforesaid, with the purchase money of said rents;
being the sum of Eleven Mundrad Dollars, ($1100,00) to be
held by said Simpson, as her Attorney, in readiness to be
paid to said Stewart, upon his execution and delivery of the
necessary legal papers, should the title be found good.

With the exception of the sum of One hundred Dollars,

1



(2100,00) paid Mr. Stewart on account, Mr. Simpson has never
acecounted for the money sc delivered to him; he has made
numerous pfomises to settle the matter, and admits all the
facts stated above, but he does not keep his promises,

The undsrsigned brings +this matter to the attention of
your Committee, with the request that your body take such
action in the matter as may seem best in your judgement,

Respectfully,

Alfred S. Niles.

A copy of the above complaint was served on Mr, Simpson
on October 18th, 1889,
SECOND : That on October 3lst, 1889, the following

answer to said complaint was filed with the Committoel--
Baltimore, October 31st, 1889,

Robert D, Morrison, Esq,, Chairman, etec., ctc.
Dear Siri--

Pemit me to file this answer to the
Petition laid before Committee in the matter of the Goodman
investment. As I have stated to you, I received Elecven Iun-
dred Dollars, with instructions to invest in ground-rents.
I was examining the ground-rents of Mr, David Stewart, and
was about to purchase and pay for the same, (and paid One hun-
dred Dollars on account) shen I was directed not to conclude
the same, owing to a judgement against Miss Goodman, which was

about to be enforced and which was settled some months after-

wards, Meanwhile I was directed not to let the money lie

|20



idle, and accordingly put it out. To show that I was not re-
sponsible Tor all the delay and was not willfully delaying, I
will further state that Mrs. Goodman, (Miss Goodman's mother)
from whom she received the money did, as late as the summer,
instruct me not to take the ground-rents at all, and finally
agreed that I should conclude the purchase. At that time

and since I have had the money out, and will secure it within
a few days. I have been making efforts to secure it before
now, but was delayed most unexpec tedly, although acting in

the most perfect good faith.

Should the Committee desire my presence in persm, I will
cheerfully answer any questions and produce proofs of my
statements.

Very respeectfully,

John W, Simpson,

THIRD : The Committee theh appointed a time to hear
the witnesses, but Mr, Simpson asking further time, the mat-
ter was postponed, and another time fixed, The hearing was
subsequently postponed from time to time, until the 8th day
of March, 1890, the Committee met for the purpose of hearing
the testimony of the witnesses. Mr., Simpson received due

notice of this meeting, but did not attend.

FOURTH : The Committee met at the appointed time, and
having no power to admisister oaths, took the statement of

Miss Rachael Goodman, which is as follows :



9

Testipony taken befcre the Committee on Erievences, March g, :18¢q,
in the matter of the -complaint of Alfrec Niles against

John W. S;mp$cn, ALLYy.

By Nr. Morriscn.
Miss Goooman, tell, in your own way, :just what you know akout
this patter,

I went to see Nr. Simpson and asked him If he would tuy ne

(1

oL8
ground rents. 1 tel¢ biw that 1 bac cne thousanc collars that

I woulc like i¢ 1nvest. He said he coulc not do anytoing with

the thoussznd collars, tut if 1 woulc give n;m eleven hundred
dollars, he coulc then kuy gg 1344 g;qynﬁ :eQ}s which woulc kring

u€ slxby-slx gollars a year. They were sliuatec out towarcs
Pennsylvaniza Avenue, he told mwe that 111 woulc go home and

get the money and bring 1t down 1O biw, he would then tuy thew
ippediately and bring me lhe rarers. 1 then went bone immedia;ely
anc¢ got the eleven hundrec dollars amd ut it Inte his bands,
Qount;ng the poney out as 1 gave @;.po nim, ivaskep hiz what his
charges woula‘be.for‘buying the rents; he t0lc¢ e twenty-{ive
dollars, and tbal he woultC record the deed for me, whlch woulc

cost three dollars. 1 then gave him téenty-eignt.eollars LOTE,
that 1s, for recording thé Geed anc for his services in tuying
“the Tents.  He kert putting me oLl as regards getiing me the deed
for the property, and I kept on runnine to his office. I have his
letters which be has ‘besn writ;ng 10 ne, to come 1o his oﬁf;ce,ror"
aprointuents, and every time that I woulc go tbere, he would put

ne off, So I would go t¢ h;s cttics every tiue that 1 woula :ece;vs
& nqt6>from nig for an appointﬁeﬁ&,'but he usual}y Was net ihers,

and would keep me waiting.
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G, 110,

G. 114.

OUnly to tuy the grouna rents.

And¢ the meney you gave h;m, as 1 un@e;stanﬁ you, was a spectrrc
agount, which 1t was staied wWes necessary -for the purchase ol
wose partiouler groung renis. |
Yes, sir, be tolc me eleven humdred collars,

By Kr. Tayler,

Dic ne merely cesignale Lhe grounc renis as being on siting Strest,
as 1 understand you t¢ refer tc thew, or dic he 21sc refer to thern
aS'being rents be was about. 10 purchase :frow Kr. Spewa;p?

He took me Qupvtnsre and snhowec thew te e, and we went by tbe way
of Pennsylvania Avenue. He S&l¢ they belonged to kr. Davic
Stewars, anc ne intended (0 purchase ihen .for ue, :fron him.

By ¥r. Taylor. _

4het reascn, Lf any, did he give for not completing the transaction?
He never wqu;g give me any sat;sfacto:y answer; he woulc :just say;

« The pext time you come down, the papers will ‘be ready :for you.”

. By kr. ‘iaylor.

What dic he say he had done with your mensy?

He never woulc tell me

. By Nr. Tay;cr.

Dic you ever ask him wnat ne had cdone with your mcney?

Na, sir; I never did.

By kr., williams.

In reply to kr. Tay;qr’s.quest;gn 28 10 whether or not you had

ever’askéq biw what he 616 with the monmey, you have stated that
you 010 not; dig he ever volunteer any information as to what he
bad done with tbe noney?

No, sir.

. 1 notice :fron cne of his letters that e refers to paying you

lnte:est; gic he ever say where that interest was to cone :from?

(€N
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18,

By Mr. Shapp.

M;s§ qu@man,Am:. Slmpscn says @n bis answer that ne was.exanining
the grounc rents of jr. [avid S@emax;a énd was gbout to purchase
anc pay cfor tbe same and palc cne nuncrec dellars on account, when

be was directec not Lo concluce tbe negotliations, owing tc 2

-Judguent against liss Goocuan, which was about to e emforced;

ls that correct?

Yes, sir,

fie was 80 instructedc?

Yes, sir.

He says the .jucgment was settlec somé months afterwardg; is
that correct? |

fes, sir.

Lic be sewvtle 1v7?

No, sir, he cid not; the pariy that the judgment was aga;nsn
sevtleg 1%,

He states that he wes cirec;ec not vo let the money lie idle,

[iad

That is not so. 1 wsni down to notlly him that a8 ibe judguent
bad ‘been settleq, be was (0 proceed and lel we have the popers

as socn as possitle.

. When was this?

1 think it was in Lne late:ra}; qI:1888.

Iron whom you recelved the momey, dic, as ;ate as ;ne sunner,
instruct biw not to take the ground remts at all; is tbat correct?
He woylc not giveé her up the papers, snd she sald if be would not
give me the papers, he woulc 'be compelléd to pay e &y uoney.

He states in bis answer, by lmplicasiom, that it was your LOLDEr’S
money.

Na, sip; my uovher mace 1t a (present. 10 Le; there was no contest
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‘tetween us about the ;;p;e 1o zne-mcnay. i bad tbe money soLe
Lime'teiore I went tC see Nr. Simpson; Ly motlber a;so weﬁt'to
see blw in my interest,

m;sg qugman, waen dié you emplgy‘ht. Simpscn?

Two years ago thls coming August wezcaié here, and 1 Qm;lcye&
bin as/pp agent tC purchase & house; that wes In August, 1888,
That 1s the t;ne you gave Lin pn;s mgney?

Na, 8ip; I oion’t give it to him unill the latter part of
Octcbef or the first oI Novemksr.

How long after that was i1t wben De reporied e you gbout the
purchase of the ground rents --- after you gave him the money?
We mace tne bargain that day, in his office; he was to purchase
thew :for me :Irom Kr. Stewart; .1 never saw Kr. Stewart.

by br. Williass.

Dig ¥r. Simpson go Witn»yqu t0 see the lotg, the day you 13!@
the money with hip?

1 tolink | went to see hin*berore,.ﬁi;: gave ibe money into bis hands.
by ¥r. willlams.

Then I uncerstand you were negotdating for these renis Lefore
you paic nin?

Yes,

i

ir, belore I gave the money into his hands,

Have you or not ever received any parv ol the money that you
.placec in kr. Simpscn’s hancés, or any sdcuri;y:tor ie?

None whatever.

ky Wr., Morrison,

Dic be ever get Lack ihe one hunerec ccllars palc to kr, Stewari?

He did not.

e D cm RS S TR M MO B . A we e W

The Committee then took#%he statement of Alfred S. Niles,

i

Esq., as follows :

cn



. Nil%ﬁ, have you sesn Kr. 51mys-n at any time, upon the

sukject-matier of thls lmquiry? If so, will you staie what
Le0k (place at any interviews you may Gave had with biw?

A. 1 have seen kr, Simpson v%ry;xraquen;;y in regarc to Kiss

Goocdmen’s mpney., He, at each interview, promised to pay over

t0 e the amount o i EGS:‘-:‘{ wihicCh ng receéived :Iron Miss
pa . = L $ o Snae & o -~ ~ -~ o
Goodman, fixing, at each intervisw, the time of payuent,

T - a e s . peoea L TR - dan e B e sios & G
These promises heve ‘been kept up:Irok the date of my employ-

k!
rent, some time lasi submer, untll now, p

R Dig you, at any tiuwe, mention t0 bim the purposse :for which

you were ipformed
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acknowledged receiving the money, ancd with the exception of a
~Y o~ - o~ A e -~ T - ~
clain made by him, which 1s substantially what 18 given in

- - o -~ g % f %% - . ~ = b
is answer, his story dic not differ at zll :fron liss Geoodman’s.,

put that note in uy hands :for .collection, and his good name

* give me any nots.

e WWW' v dimamen Uy S Milew a4 Kacn Qryol ws Lo Lomfls

éﬁ;@iﬁifim%Vuuubt ;Zﬁﬁﬁ;Z;trfiaA/4Lx Uodivnewd = Heo Commmittie, thaw arfad dins
m Mhannc 24 15 oa;ﬁ-goo.’;rdo(?mmw ff&ﬂnm&-deb

0ﬁﬁrfi thin, GuJ'Ct:Ajﬁcca URMII;Dklab u&uilzibﬁhuubmz@azﬂu oA Akudilua&wﬁﬂuw



The Committee having fully considered the complaint of
and answer, and the statements of Miss Goodnan and Mr, Niles,

passed the following resolutions.

FIRST : RESOLVED, That this Comuittee find probeble
cause to believe John 7, Simpson guilty of grossly improper

and unprofessional conduct a3 an Attorney.

Hgdbued,

SECOND : _ That this Committee will submit a report to
the Bar Association, containing the complaint, answer, state-
ments of Miss Goodman and Mr, Niles and proceedings of the
Committee in relation thercto, and that the Committee will
recommend that proceedings be instituted by the Bar Associa-

tion befgore the Sw=+~-~~n Bench nf Baltimore City, for the pun-

Lwil® Sadiu JoOonn w, P ST TVE- TVIPIN

The Committee on Grievances now have the honor to submit

this, their report to the Bar Association of Baltimore Cit
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The Bar Association of
fefore the
Baltimore City
Supreme Bench of
ve
Baltimore City.

as

Jahrl W. smno"

e e R R ’&nn-u--u-n

To the Honorable the Supreme Rench of Baltimore City!:

The Petition of the Rar Association of Baltimore
¢ity, a body corporate of the State of Maryland by Jo-
seph Packard Jr, and Thomas S. Baer its Attorneys, res-
pectfully shows:

l. That the objeet and purposes for which the peti-

| tioner was incorporated are "to aid in maintaining the

% honor and dignity oT the profession of the law, to prvmﬁfﬁ“
lesal seience, and to further the administration of jus-
tice", and that under the Constitution of the petitioner,
divers standing committees are appointed to earry out
said purposes,

2. That among the aforementioned COmmiftees is
the Committee on Grievances which is charged with the

I hearing of 211 Complaints which may bhe made in matters
affecting the interest of the 133@1 profeasion, and the

‘_pnaggigg_gf_;hnwia"wia‘~%hﬁwﬁdﬂ1ni'$¥ﬂt10n of justigey
| ama a8 wxww tilis Association with suech
| recommendations as they may deem advisable.
3. That said Committee on Grievanees has reportod
to your petitioner that Miss Rachael Gooaman,vliving at
Ho. 1718 W. Franklin Street in Baltimore City has made

complaint to it that about November 1, 1888, she employed



John W, Simpson a member of the bar of this cit§ to exam~
ine the title to two ground rents on Etting Street in
said 0ity which she had agreed to purchase from David
Stewart Esq., and to draw the necessary legal papers for
said puroﬁane, and attend to the execution, @elivery and
regording thereof in her behalf; that in pursuance of
said employment, the said Rachael Goodman paid said John
W. Simpson a fee for his serviees, and entrusted him as
her Attorney with the sum of Eleven hundred dollars, boe
ing the amount agreed upon as the purchase money of said
rents, to be held in readiness to be paid to aaid.Stewart
upon his execution and delivery of the necessary legal
papers; that with the exception of the sum of One hundred
dollars paid to said Stewart on acecount, the said John
W, Simpson has never carried out the said purchase, nor,
accounted for the money so delivered to him} and that he
has made numerous promises to her to settle the matter,
but has not done 80,
4., That said Committee on Grievances further re=

| ported to your petitioner that having carefully consider-

ed the said Complaint, and the answer thereto of said

. John W, Simpson and the statements addueed in support of

#
IR s it

the daﬁilaihi,nit did riﬁd cause to believe that said i

P | S e ———————

I John W, Simpson has heen guilty of grossly improper and

T

unprofessional conduct as an Attorney, and didﬁrQGOMmend ‘
that proceedings be instituted by your petitioner bhefore
the Supreme Beneh of Baltimore 0ity for the punishment of
said John W. Simpson, which report and recommendation was
approved by your petitioner at a special meeting held on

2



April 15, 1890; and your petitioner files here?fth as
part herecf marked Exhibit A, the report of its said
Committee on Grievances containing the said complaint;’
l answer and statements, with its reoommendationa.‘
WHEREFORE your petitioner prays the Court to lay a
rule upon the said John W. Simpson to show cause by a cer=-
tain day to be named therein why his name should not be
stricken’from the roll of the Attorneys of the Supreme
Beneh of Raltimore City for improper and unprofessional
conduct in failing to account for money intrusted to him
by Rachael Goodman, and for other unprofessional conduct

touching the said matter.
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